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letters home to people who might spread the news
before the date of the ceremony arrived.

" Yale University," Sibelius explained, " wanted
to give me a pleasant surprise by informing me of
its decision to confer the honorary degree of doctor
on me only on my arrival in America. The
decision had been passed on the motion of Professor
Horatio Parker, who occupied the chair of music in
the University and had for many years been active
on behalf of my art. It was a great distinction,
for Yale University had awarded very few degrees
of doctor of music/'

On the following day Mr, Stoeckel escorted his
Finnish guest to his estate, situated a few hours'
railway journey west of New York, near the little
town of Norfolk, in the north-western corner of the
State  of  Connecticut.   This   estate  was  to  be
Sibelius' headquarters during his stay in America,
As soon as he had arrived, he was given an oppor-
tunity  of  having  his  first   rehearsal  with  the
orchestra that had been engaged for the musical
festival.   This already filled him with the brightest
hopes in regard to the festival.

" What an orchestra ! " Sibelius exclaims, enthu-
siastic at the very recollection of it. " 100
splendid musicians selected from the finest per-
formers in the orchestras of Boston and New
York: the best orchestra I have ever conducted.
Simply glorious 1 Such chords from the wood
wind instruments that you had to put your hand